Oriental Cuisine opens
branches in city
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Pune: Oriental Cuisine, the
Chennai-based food chain pro-
moter, has opened its three
eatery brands, ircluding
South Indian food speciality
restaurant Kokum, resto-bar
Zara and bakery business The
French Loaf, in the city.

The company’s CEO, Vish-
wadeep Kuila, said on Wednes-
day that the expansion was
part of the company’s plan to
open its branches across met-
ros and major two-tier towns.

Founded by non-resident
M. Mahadevan in 1984, the
Oriental Cuisine has many
food outlets, including Thai
restaurant Chinese
cuisine options China Town
and Noodle Home, and a few
in fgod cousnt format, includ-
ing Planet Yum, Kuila said.

Kokum will be a speciality
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food and has a capacity to seat
110 people. Zara will be a de-
signer resto-bar which will
cater Spanish multicuisine
fare, while French Loaf will
dish out many exotic varieties
of bread and bread-based meal
items, Kuila said.

‘The company wants to add
14 eateries across brands to its
existing 27 restaurants by the
end of 2009, Kuila added.

The company presently has
four Zara resto-bars, including
two in Chennai and one each in
Kolkata and Bangalore. An-
other h in Mum-

spread of Goan, Mangalore-
an, Keralite and Chettinad

bai, Delhi and Hyderabad —
will be added soon, Kuila said.
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and even some bland ones,"says execu-
tive chef Babu Abdullah.

Interestingly  small comer of the
restaurant also flaunts an open mini
kitchen where a lady from Keralawill
be preparingappamsand other typical
south Indians ties to Jend an ex-
chishelggnelysmbions o the restau-

ant. Best suited for a family lunch or
aborate diase, the rosaurant can -
commodateupto 110 diners atone go.
Andifyou are an amateur foodie, when
it comes to appreciating south Indian
cuisine, aluncheon or supper at Kokum
will be an enlightening experience. It
elps put many things into perspective,
whether it is enjoying the right combi-
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Oriental Cuisine
pilots Kokum
brand in Pune

Bureau
Pune, Dec24

Oriental CuisinePvtLtd (OC-
PL), a south-based group that
specialises in Asian cuisine, will
beopening14restaurantsindif-
ferent formats in major Indian
citiesnextyear.

“Atpresent, the companyhas
27 restaurantsin eightdifferent
formatsinChennai, Kolkataand
‘Bangalore. The company is pi-
loting its new brand Kokum,
specialising in southern coastal
cuisine in Pune and will be tak-
ing this to other cities soon,”
Vishwadeep Kuila, chief execu-
tive officer, Oriental Cuisines
PytLtdsaid. “PeopleinIndiaare
now smore open to different
cuisinesand thereishuge scope
for specialty restaurants, Kuila
said. Kokum covers food from
the southern coastal line right
from Goa to Tamil Nadu, Man-
galore, Kerald and Vishakapat-
nam. COO Regi Mathew and
food consultant Chandri Bhat
chose some villages in these re-
gions to bring these cuisines for
customers. The nextKokumwill
beopenedinChennaisoon.

Besides Kokum, the compa-
nywillbeopeningits Spanishre-
stro bar Zara and patisserie
French Loaf in Pune soon. The
other formats that would be
openeds in” Delhi, Hyderabad,
Mumbaiand Puneinclude Ben-
jarong, Ente Keralam, Zara,
Noodle House and Wang's
Kitchen among others. OCPL
raised PE funds from a Mauri-
tius-based fund worth Rs 45
crore last year. Kuila said the
company be investing
around Rs 2 crore per new
restaurant.
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